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 p540b-540b 
Mr Roger Cook; Dr Kim Hames; Speaker 

HEALTHWAY SPONSORSHIP MANAGEMENT — PUBLIC SECTOR COMMISSION REPORT 
60. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the ticketing scandal and the fact that in the Parliament on a number of occasions the minister has stated 
that all Healthway hospitality was “in an official capacity to monitor the sponsored activity and ensure 
sponsorship strategies are implemented”. 
(1) Is this not contradicted by the Public Sector Commission report that highlights additional hospitality 

benefits above the standard hospitality policy? 
(2) Given that the minister made the statement on a number of occasions, why did he mislead Parliament? 
Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
(1)–(2) There was certainly no intent. To mislead the Parliament, a minister would have to knowingly mislead. 

If I make a statement that, at the time that I made it, was the full extent of my belief, I am not 
misleading the Parliament. As it turned out, the information that suggested that that was incorrect — 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. 
Dr K.D. HAMES: It is good to see that this time at least members are getting up and asking me some questions. 
Our good friend from Seven nightly news up in the press gallery made the point very clearly. I saw the member 
for Kwinana reading the document when it was released on Thursday before question time. The member made 
a very astute comment. He called me lazy, but he was lazy when he could not even get up and ask questions 
about an issue that suddenly now requires a matter of public interest debate. I was anticipating some questions on 
Thursday. 
Mr R.H. Cook: You’re too much of a coward. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, I call you to order for the first time. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Dr K.D. HAMES: I think the member should withdraw his comment. Perhaps you did not hear it, Mr Speaker, 
but I certainly did. 
The SPEAKER: The member is certainly skating very close to the wind. 
Mr R.H. COOK: I withdraw the comment. 
The SPEAKER: Thank you. Comment withdrawn. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr P.B. Watson: Sookie la la! 
Dr K.D. HAMES: It was rather tongue in cheek, after the sookie la la from the member for Albany last week. 
The reality is that when I made those statements, I was not aware—nobody has been aware until the 
Auditor General’s investigation and report that there was any untoward activity around sponsorship. That is the 
whole issue. We will talk later about the structure of Healthway and the difficulties we have had with the board. 
I am sure we will get into all this, but, remember, that structure, which in my view was destined to fail because 
of the interests that some parties there had, was created by the Labor government in 1990, and amended by the 
Labor government in 2006, but the structure of that committee was left exactly the same. It has no members that 
I appoint, other than the chair, who is there on the recommendation of the Premier. 
 

 [1] 


	HEALTHWAY SPONSORSHIP MANAGEMENT — PUBLIC SECTOR COMMISSION REPORT
	60. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health:
	Withdrawal of Remark
	Questions without Notice Resumed


